
Hymn Sheet -  Total  Docl ipse of the Art

Quest ions about the nature, extent and def ini t ion of documentary cont inue to have relevance today and

underpin the work of many contemporary art ists.  This can be viewed as part  of  a wider concern with the

'wri t ing'  of  history, concepts of the ' real ' ,  memory and evidence.. .Though apparent ly neutral  and

transparent,  documentary is nevertheless a form of mediat ion -  one of the pr incipal ways in which we

codify and construct reality.' (Art and Documentary in Britain from 1929 to Now, Tate Liverpool)

This panel discussion wi l l  look at work that blurs the border between documentary and art ist  f i lm,

offering case studies that demonstrate a successful marrying of the two genres. Talking to both

f i lmmakers and commissioners, this session wi l l  consider avai lable opt ions for funding, distr ibut ion and

exhibi t ion, looking at how we can best support  this work.

Panel ists include moderator Wil l iam Fowler (Curator of Art ist  Moving lmage, BFI),  Gideon Koppel (dir .

Sleep Furiously),  Gary Tarn (dir .  Black Sun),  Gary Thomas (Co-director,  Animate Projects),  Port land Green

(Creat ive Director,  Port land Green Cultural  Projects) & Anthony Wal l  (Series Editor,  Arena).

Clips

Gall ivant (Andrew Ki i t t ing)

Gladys is the director 's grandmother,  an opinionated octogenarian burst ing with anecdotes and
reminiscences, frequent ly confusing and contradictory. Eden is Ki i t t ing's 8-year old daughter who has

Joubert  Syndrome and communicates through sign language. In his mischievous travelogue and ent irely

unexpected spin on the road movie, the tr io set of f  around the Bri t ish coast l ine to discover themselves

and a host of  eccentr ics en route. Kott ing uses 16mm and Super 8 f i lmstock, found footage, t imelapse
photography and much non-synchronous sound to reveal a wonderland of bizarre tradi t ions and quirky

strangers. (BFl)

Sleep Furiously (Gideon Koppel)

Sleep Furiously is a meditat ive study of a smal l  farming community in mid-Wales that observes the

rhythms of country l i fe,  and the rhythms of the monthly vis i ts of the mobi le l ibrary. But i t  is a l i fe that is

changing - the vi l lage school is about to close, mechanisat ion is replacing many of the old ways,

congregat ions are dwindl ing, but the vi l lage show and the sheepdog tr ials carry on. Koppel 's interest in

the eccentr ic i t ies of l i fe is s imultaneously affect ionate, moving and very funny. (New Wave Fi lms)
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Black Sun (Gary Tarn)

Gary Tarn's remarkable f i lm Black Sun, winner of many internat ional awards and co-produced by Alfonso
Cuar6n (Y tu mamii  tambi6n, Chi ldren of Men) and John Battsek (One Day in September),  tel ls the story
of Hugues de Montalembert,  a French art ist  and f i lmmaker l iv ing in New york, who was bl inded during a
violent assault  in !978'  With this portrai t  of  an unique man and his extraordinary react ion to a l i fe-
changing trauma, Tarn has created an expressionist film whose power lies in visualising a world from the
perspect ive of the bl ind de Montalembert.  Part-  survivor 's test imony, part-  phi losophical  meditat ion on
the nature of perception, Black Sun is a celebration of life that makes us see the world anew. (second
Run DVD)

Resources

UK Organisat ions (Commissioning/projects)

www.a nimateonl ine.oro
www. oortla nd g reen. com
www. fla mi n. fi lm london. org. u k
www.lux.org.uk
www. arta ngel.  orq. uk
www. i ndependentcinemaoffice. orq. u k
www.ar ika.orq,uk
www. e lectra - prod uctio ns. com
www. picture-this.oro. uk
www.fvumbrel la.com
www.forma.org.uk

UK Festivals of interest

www.f latpackfest ival .org. uk
www.a ndfest ival .org. u k
www, au rora.eu.com
www.ar ika.org.uk
www.onedotzero.com
www. kurzf i lmtaqe.de
www. fi I mfestival rotterda m. com
www.avfest.co. u k
www. berwickfi I m -a rtsfest. co m


